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What is

• Open source research data repository
• For organizing, sharing/promoting, 

research replicability and archiving data
• Developed by Harvard’s Institute for 

Quantitative Social Science (IQSS)
• Predecessor projects 
– Virtual Data Center (VDC) (1999-2006) for 

collaboration with MIT
– Automatic transfer of cataloging information 

using FTP (1987-1999)



Dataverse Features

• Supports uploading of any file format
– .zip, .xls, spss, sas, stata, pdf, doc, etc.
– Version Control 

• Allows Administration
– Data management

• Organize, Create, Update, Delete, Feature
– Roles and Permissions at the file-level
– Terms of Use
– Theming
– Metadata element inclusion

• Persistent ID support
• API’s
• Sharable widgets



Background

• Deployed Ver. 3.6 at SP in 2011 by Steve Marks
• Self-deposit model (anyone can signup and deposit 

data)
• Currently have 

– 127 Dataverses
– 688 Datasets
– 8133 Files
– approx. 390 GB size

• 13 OCUL libraries using it 
• Curating multidisciplinary data
• All to satisfy the growing need to deposit and share 

research data easily with others
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New Features from Upgrade

• DataCite Canada Digital Object 
Identifiers (DOIs)
– DOI minting for new data deposits

• Extended metadata support
– Health & Life Sciences, Geosciences, Social 

Sciences, Astronomy, Journals
– Harvesting and Export support with OAI-PMH

• Nested Dataverses
• Shibboleth support (SSO)



Custom Development

• Internationalization
– Translations provided by Universite de 

Montreal – Beta Launched October 2016
• DDI Explorer
• Custom splash page
• Institutional 
– Dataverse mapping
– Affiliation using IP Groups
– Redirecting

• Released Ver. 4.5.1 On October 25th 2016
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Environments/Tools

• Production
– Load balancing →

• Demo
• Staging, Test, Dev
• GIT
• Jenkins



• Addresses a preservation gap in Dataverse
• Contracted Artefactual Systems to integrate 

Dataverse and Archivematica
• Functional requirements were developed in 

cooperation with Canadian Dataverse users 
(e.g. UofA, SFU, UBC)

• Goal is to automate transfer of studies from 
Dataverse to Archivematica for long-term 
preservation

• The results of this test will be reported on for 
the broader research data community

Research Data Preservation



Dataverse-Archivematica Integration 
Workflow

Artefactual Systems. "Dataverse-Archivematica Workflow Diagram".
https://wiki.archivematica.org/Dataverse (Accessed 8/12/2016)
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• Currently working with identified pilot partners 
to determine needs, develop terms, and 
scope services

• Vision is hosted instance of Archivematica
connected to the Ontario Library Research 
Cloud (OLRC)

• Pilot will (hopefully) begin in Spring 2017

• The project is being led by Grant Hurley –
contact grant@scholarsportal.info for more 
information 

PERMAFROST Hosted Preservation Pilot



Next Steps

• Continue testing for scalability and 
preservation of research data

• Leverage IP Group Access (new in 
4.5.1)

• Complete French translations
• Refine Advanced Analysis component
• Release Dataverse Bridge in ODESI
• Geospatial data support
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