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History
From: Rhyno Art [mailto:arhyno@SERVER.UWINDSOR.CA]
Sent: Sunday, January 26, 2003 10:42 AM
To: ODLTECH-L@PDOMAIN.UWINDSOR.CA
Subject: ODL Tech Meeting Reminder

This is just a reminder about the ODL Tech Meeting that will follow the
OLITA Business Meeting on Friday, Jan. 31. The OLITA Meeting starts at
5:15 pm and the Friday night OLA reception kicks off at 6:30, so we will
be squeezing our gathering in between the two events. One of our main
agenda items is to identify a date where we could possibly get people
together for a day or two from across the province to focus on technical
issues, so if you can come armed with ideas on a timeframe in the spring
or summer that works for getting away from your institution, that would
be very helpful. I am re-sending Mike Ridley's minutes from the meeting
that was held at the Access conference in Windsor for some background
information on this initiative since several names were added to the
listserv after the minutes were first sent in November. I look forward
to seeing you in Toronto on Friday, I hope it is warmer by then!

art
---
From: Michael Ridley <mridley@UOGUELPH.CA>
Organization: University of Guelph
Subject:      Welcome to the Ontario Digital Library Technical Group
Listserv

At the Access 2002 Conference, there was a meeting to establish a
technical group to be affiliated with the Ontario Digital Library.



History cont...

● Ask Ontario
● Connect Ontario
● Learn Ontario
● Our Ontario
● Resource Ontario
● eResources Portal

ODL/KO Major Services



With the demise of Gov’t funding for KO in 
2011, OurDigitalWorld.org (ODW) 
launches as a standalone non-profit.

● subscription-based 
digital collection 
toolkit

● service-based 
funding options

● contract work



...

- vitatoolkit.ca/showcase

● ~150 toolkit 
subscribers

● largely public 
libraries, museums 
and historical 
societies, some 
universities

● many image-based 
collections, esp. 
historical 
photographs, but also 
sound and video



Gov. Docs.

● partnerships with the Ontario Legislative 
Library & the Ministry of the Environment

● largely PDF collections, usually loaded in 
batch though nightly harvesting of serial 
issues from Leg. Library



● thanks to a suggestion from Aaron 
Swartz & help from the Internet 
Archive, OurOntario/ODW began 
to grapple with large-scale 
newspaper digitization in 2007

● became one of many organizations 
to benefit from Aaron’s insight and 
the amazing efforts of the IA



The Essex Free Press (weekly) - 
70,335 pages for 1895 - 2011

● Microfilm: 41,073
● Microfiche: 22,982
● PDF: 6,280

The Border Cities Star (daily) - 
102,489 pages for 1925 - 1935



The Amherstburg Courier and Western District Advertiser (1849-1850) 96
The Amherstburg Echo (Nov. 20, 1874 - Dec. 29, 1982) 26,024
The Border Cities Star (May 1925-June 1935) 102,489
Canadian Emigrant (Dec 1,1831-Sept 20,1836) 366
Le Canadien (Jul 1891) 3
The Comber Herald (Jan 1892-Dec. 1917) 8579
Courrier D'Essex (Aug 1884-Jan 1885) 11
Le Courrier De L'Ouest (1885 - 1885) 34
La Drapeau National (Nov 1891 - Apr 1892) 7
La Defense (Mar 1918) 5
The Essex Free Press (Jan 1895 - May 18, 2011)  70,335
The Essex Record (Nov 16, 1871 - Nov 9, 1882) 2144
L'Independent Du Canada (Mar 1892) 4
The Kingsville Reporter (1893-2001) 58,240
The Leamington Post (Jan. 7, 1915 - Dec. 1978) 58,115
The Marine Review/Record (1883-1902) 15,530
The Provincial Freeman (1853-1857) 540
True Royalist (1860-1861) 25
The Tecumseh Maple Leaf (1931-1958) 10,685
The Voice of the Fugitive (1851-1852) 203
Walkerville Mercury (April 1890 - 1891) 206
Walkerville News (1934-1936) 25
The Walkerville Times (1999-2015) - 1577
The Western Herald (Jan 3, 1838 - Oct. 6, 1842) 755
Windsor Evening Record (June 26, 1893 - May 31, 1918) 64,845
Windsor Herald (Jan-Dec 1855-1856) 420

421,263 pages (so far)

Just one region



It has been estimated 
that newspaper 
digitization can cost 
an organization $3 US 
per page *

* “Amateur Beats Gov't at Digitizing Newspapers: Tom Tryniski’s 
Weird, Wonderful Website” - 
http://reason.com/archives/2013/03/05/amateur-beats-gov-at-dig
itizing-newspape/1

- ink.ourdigitalworld.org





Backed 
up to 
the 
OLRC!



Challenges & possibilities



Olena for page segmentation - 
https://www.lrde.epita.fr/wiki/Olena/WebHome

OCR takes on new focus



Processing capacity becomes critical





Dealing with Fiche



A 2nd 
chance for 
some 
microfilm?



Full Circle?



● implementing DPLA “hub” 
model

● working with the DPLA 
platform

● adopting a services model

Where to next?



Thank you!


